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October Meeting 

Sunday October 9,  2016 at 7 p.m.  

LAKE TOWNSHIP BUILDING 

Corner, St. Rt. 795 and Cummings Rd. 

Lake Township, Wood County   
“Coffee and fellowship at 6:30 p.m.” 

(Tucson, Arizona)–Ypsilanti, Michi-
gan’s–and VVA Chapter 310’s–own 
Charles Kettles is the latest recipient 
of the Medal of Honor, our nation’s 
highest military award for valor. On 
Monday, in a ceremony at the White 
House, retired Lt. Col. Kettles was 
presented with the award by President 
Barack Obama, almost fifty years after 
having piloted his helicopter again and 
again and again through rifle and rock-
et fire to rescue dozens of soldiers  

pinned down by the enemy rocket fire 
to rescue dozens of soldiers pinned 
down by the enemy.  
“We are honored and humbled to have 
within our ranks this great man who has 
received our nation’s highest honor,” 
said VVA Michigan State Council 
President John Riling III.  
“Charles Kettles represents the selfless 
devotion of so many of our combat  
troops                     (Continued on pg.2) 

Maxcy Remembered One 
Year Later As Member 
Who Was Always There 

 

2016-2017 Officers 

Dick Nolte /  President 

Bob Stewart / V. President 

George Hart  /  2nd V.President 

Clyde Appleby /  Secretary 

Gene Shurtz / Treasurer 
Board Members 

Tom Loomis / till 2017 

John Slaughterbeck / till 2018 

Al Meadows / till 2019 

Ron Sherman / till 2019 

AVVA / Jan Baker 
——————————— 

Office  419.242.4293 

Chaplin  419.350.4105 

Bus Trip To Tigers Game, Ends In Rain Out 

John Maxcy our former Chaplain 
and Board Member died 10/2/2015. 

Pictured above are some 
of our members who 
went on the bus trip to 
the Tigers Indians game 
9/29/16.  At left, a look 
inside the bus rolling 
north. A historical rainy 
day in Detroit forced 
cancellation of the game. 

Ypsilanti, Michigan VVA Chapter Veteran Awarded 
The Medal Of Honor In July By President Obama 
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November Meeting 

Sunday November 13, 2016 at 7:00 p.m. 
LAKE TOWNSHIP BUILDING 

St. Rt. 795 & Cummings Rd. 
Lake Township, Wood County   

Fellowship at 6:30pm 

who engaged the enemy in the jungles 
and rice paddies of Vietnam,” said 
John Rowan, National President of 
Vietnam Veterans of America. “He 
was credited then, and is honored now, 
for helping save forty soldiers, many 
of them wounded in an ambush near 
Duc Pho in May 1967. When he 
learned that eight soldiers had been 
unable to get to the choppers during 
the extraction, he returned one final 
time, without any tactical support, to 
pull them out, saving their lives.”  
"In spite of the severe damage to his 
helicopter, Kettles once more skillful-
ly guided his heavily damaged aircraft 
to safety," Army documents noted. 
"Without his courageous actions and 
superior flying skills, the last group of 
soldiers and his crew would never 
have made it off the battlefield." 

During the solemn ceremony, the 
President reflected on “the Army’s 
warrior ethos based on a simple princi-
ple: A soldier never leaves his com-
rades behind,” Rowan noted while 
attending VVA’s biennial Leadership 
and Education Conference. “It is a 
principle that we at VVA honor and 
emulate today.  
“However belated the recognition to 
Col. Kettles, it is certainly welcome. It 
is a testament to his courage and intre-
pidity in the face of ferocious mortar 
and machinegun fire that severely 
damaged his chopper. Just as he perse-
vered in the face of overwhelming 
odds, so, too, must we persevere to 
ensure that veterans receive the health 
care and other benefits they have 
earned because of their service and 
sacrifice in uniform,” Rowan said.  
~ V.V.A. National Press Release 2016 

This month we take a look back at the 
year 1991, to see what was happening 
in Chapter 35. Luckily the former 
chapter officers and staff kept old 
newsletters in a file cabinet in our of-
fices. 
There were no newsletters until the 
August issue. Charles Kries has under-
taken the news editor position. Mike 
Flowers is president of the chapter. 
Five members of the chapter are going 
to San Francisco for the national con-
vention. A membership committee is 
led by Leverett Hobbs and George 
Billmaier. They screened new applica-
tions for membership, reviewed 
DD214’s, and submitted apps with 
appropriate dues to national and state 
offices. Hobbs and Billmaier checked 
membership rosters locally against the 
national roster received each month. 
September of 1991, issue contained a 
report on the national convention. The 
#1 priority for VVA was a resolution 
demanding the U.S. government do 
everything in its power to settle the 
issue of whether Americans were still 
alive and being held against their will 
in S.E. Asia. Other top concerns were 
incarcerated veterans, PTSD and veter-
ans dying of cancers related to their 
exposure to various herbicides. 
John Maxcy is the chapter’s chaplain. 

On September 21, 1991, a candlelight vigil 
was held at the Civic Center Mall in down-
town Toledo for awareness related to the 
POW/MIA cause. 

The chapter treasury had $26,501.00 on 
hand. 

It was reported the April 1991,  Job Fair 
had 25 employers present and they saw 
703 veterans looking for work. A second 
job fair was slated for November 19, 1991, 
at the Masonic Temple Auditorium. 

The August 10, 1991, chapter picnic was 
well attended. Tim Lannen, Skip Holling-
dale, Hobbs, and Kries were all recognized 
by President Hobbs for their hard work on 
this event. 

In October of 1991, it was noted there 
were nine new members. The chapter had 
a total of 199 VVA members and 26 AV-
VA members. Also in October there was 
an awards banquet on October 19th.  

The chapter began a women’s support 
group at the chapter’s offices on Monday 
night. 

A holiday music jam fundraiser held No-
vember 24,  at Roxanne’s, 135 S. Bryne 
Road netted $2000 for the chapter. 

In the December 1991, issue, it was report-
ed 53 employers and over 500 vets attend-
ed the second Job Fair. 

Continued from page 1. 

Kettles Awarded M.O.H. 

Pictured L to R   Gene Shurtz,  Sheriff John Tharp, Bonnie Skirvin, Dick Nolte 

Listening Post look 

back 25 years ago 

Bonnie Skirvin Donates Flag To Lucas County Honor Guards 
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VA Estimates 107,000 Vets Have Undiagnosed or Untreated Hepatitis C 

WASHINGTON — With more 
than $2 billion appropriated for 
new hepatitis C drugs during the 
past two years, the Department of 
Veterans Affairs treated 65,000 
veterans for the virus, but about 
87,000 remain untreated and an 
additional 20,000 are undiagnosed. 
VA officials are seeking $1.5 bil-
lion in the 2017 fiscal year to treat 
more veterans, a group in which 
hepatitis C is especially prevalent. 
Funding for the latest drugs, which 
have a high cure rate, is not the 
biggest problem, said David Ross, 
director of the VA’s HIV, Hepati-
tis and Public Health Pathogens 
Programs. 
Instead, its challenge is finding 
ways to help veterans who are un-
willing or unable to be screened or 
treated for the contagious virus, 
which lives in liver cells and is the 
most common blood-borne disease 
in the U.S. Until two years ago, the 

disease was considered incurable. 
“In some ways, the veterans al-
ready treated were the easiest to 
treat,” Ross said. 
Ross and Tom Berger, a leader 
within Vietnam Veterans of Amer-
ica, said there are several reasons 
that some veterans don’t volunteer 
to be screened or decline treat-
ment. Some distrust the VA, are 
concerned with the stigma of hepa-
titis C and drug use, and fear tradi-
tional drug treatment with severe 
side effects, they said. 
Some veterans who test positive 
for hepatitis C suffer from mental 
illness or substance abuse — issues 
that “affect their ability to come in 
and take treatments reliably,” Ross 
said. 
For those veterans, he said, the VA 
needs to boost its psychological or 
psychosocial care. 
“We’re running into issues of vet-
erans more frequently having these 
other issues,” Ross said. “If some-

one has alcohol or substance abuse 
issues, we want to integrate care 
for those conditions as well to get 
better outcomes. We need those 
support systems.” 

Vulnerable Vietnam vets  The 
VA and Vietnam Veterans of 
America are specifically targeting 
Vietnam War-era veterans born 
between 1945 and 1965. In that 
group, 8 percent of veterans 
screened have tested positive for 
the virus. In comparison, about 1.6 
percent of the general U.S. popula-
tion is estimated to have it. 
The average cost per patient to re-
ceive the 12-week Sovaldi treat-
ment now is $41,460, a discount of 
47 percent from the wholesale 
price, according to the VA. TNS  
The VA has screened 73 percent of 
Vietnam War-era veterans enrolled 
in the VA system. There are about 
700,000 veterans born between 
1945 and 1965 who still must be 
screened, and the department is 
estimating about 20,000 of them 
have undiagnosed hepatitis C. 
Some blame the virus on unsteri-
lized medical syringes used by the 
military during the Vietnam War to 
inject vaccines. While that is 
“possible,” Ross said, there hasn’t 
been a documented case. Blood 
exposure during combat is another 
concern, since transfusions were 
used in great number during the 
war. The virus also can be sexually 
transmitted or through intravenous 
drug use, which was common in 
Vietnam. 

A Hepatitis C patient holds tablets of Sovaldi. Bob Ecker/TNS file photo 

Continued on page 4 
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The VA has started to reach out to 
veterans with hepatitis C to inform 
them that they have the resources 
to test and treat them, Ross said. 
“Facilities have for months now 
been taking lists and just calling 
people and saying, ‘Would you 
like to come in?’ ” he said. “We’re 
trying to let people know we’re 
very committed to doing this, and 
we have the resources to do it.” 

Expensive choices At one point, 
hepatitis C care was about money. 
When a new drug called Sovaldi 
came on the scene in 2013, it was 
called a “miracle” said to work 
nearly 90 percent of the time with 
few side effects. But it came at a 
cost: $1,000 a pill. Insurance com-
panies balked at the price; doctors 
were encouraged to reserve the 
drug for the most dire hepatitis C 
patients. 
Until last spring, only VA patients 
with a progressed stage of hepatitis 
C were prescribed the drug. People 
who didn’t meet the criteria were 
redirected to Veterans Choice, an 
often-criticized program in which 
veterans see non-VA health care 
providers at the VA’s expense. 
article continues below 

At the time, Berger faulted the VA 
for choosing which veterans re-
ceived treatments, saying it was 
rationing care. 
“The VA claimed it was not pre-
pared financially to start wholesale 
treatments,” 

said Berger, who leads the Vi-
etnam Veterans of America heath 
council. “When I found out that 
they were prioritizing the treat-

ments, that’s when I said they were 
death panels.” 

In March, the VA announced it 
would start treating all hepatitis C 
patients with Sovaldi, regardless of 
a veteran’s age or the progression 
of the virus, because of increased 
funding from Congress and dis-
counted drug prices. 
The average cost per patient to re-
ceive the 12-week treatment now is 
$41,460, a discount of 47 percent 
from the wholesale price, VA 
spokeswoman Sabrina Owen said. 
“I know that’s been a very, very 
controversial topic,” Ross said. 
“Because of funding Congress pro-
vided, we said we want to treat 
everybody in-house.” 

About 92 percent of veterans treat-
ed since 2014 have been cured. 
That includes Vietnam War veter-
an Dick Southern of Sonoma, Ca-
lif. 
Southern, now 72, was diagnosed 
with hepatitis C in 2002, when the 
VA used a drug that Ross said 
caused “extremely serious” and 
“horrible” side effects. Southern 
went through 48 weeks of treat-
ment — and experienced irritabil-
ity and hair and weight loss — 
with no results. 
After Sovaldi was approved and 
Congress allocated billions to 
make it widely available for veter-
ans, Southern went through the 
new treatment two years ago. 
“After 12 weeks, they said I looked 
pretty good,” he said. “Three 
months later, they said I was 
cleared.” 

Southern now travels to meetings 
of Vietnam Veterans of America, 

talking to groups about the im-
proved drugs and encouraging oth-
ers to get screened and treated. 
“It worked for me,” he said. “It’s 
worked for a lot of other folks, too. 
If you don’t know if you have it, 
why not find out?” 

In order to continue treatments, 
continued funding is essential, 
Ross said. According to the VA’s 
budget request, $1.5 billion in fis-
cal 2017 would provide treatments 
to approximately 35,000 veterans. 
But at the current price per treat-
ment, it would cost more than $4.4 
billion in taxpayer dollars to treat 
the 107,000 veterans who are un-
treated or undiagnosed. 
Funding was the “third ingredient” 
needed to boost the number of 
treatments behind the new drug 
and new, regional systems that 
Ross helped put in place to treat 
patients in an organized way, he 
said. 
“These things don’t happen by 
themselves, so that really was the 
third ingredient that was needed,” 
Ross said. “I think we’re very 
proud so far. But we have a lot 
more work to do.” 

Vietnam Veterans of America has 
lobbied since 1998 for the VA to 
provide more hepatitis C treat-
ments. The group plans to advo-
cate for more funding for 2017 and 
in subsequent years. 
“If we get funds for 2018 and 
2019, that will make a big dent,” 
Berger said. “Provided that we can 
get folks to go in and get treated. 
 

wentling.nikki@stripes.com 

Twitter: @nikkiwentling 
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